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Why Realising the Ambition?
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The significance of the design of the guidance

Every aspect of the design choices used have been carefully made to
strengthen the key messages of the guidance.

For example, high quality provision consists of many different
interconnected aspects.

The imagery of tartan has been used to remind us of the uniquene \
Scottish context — with each section seen as a thread contributing to the
whole piece. :

The ‘golden thread of quality’ runs throughout the guidance.



Key Principles of Realising the Ambition

5. RtA provides clear
messages on play and
child-centred play
pedagogy focusing on
mind-minded, responsive
approaches.

4. RtA supports
improvement and quality
by encouraging
practitioners to look
outwards to collaborate
and learn from others.
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1. RtA embraces a holistic
and child-centred
approach in the early
years (0-8).

2. RtA makes links
between practice, theory
and policy. It empowers
educators to feel confident
about using the child as
the starting point for the
nature and design of the
curriculum.

3. RtA reinforces the
critical role of educators
and supports reflexive
practice and continuous
professional development.
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The image of the
developing child

Being me from my
earliest days

What can we learn
from practice and
research?

Being a baby, a
toddler, a young
child



The image of the developing child

The European Commission working group
on Early Childhood Education and Care
(ECEC) describes the image of each child
as:

a unique and a competent and active
learner whose potential needs to be
encouraged and supported. Each child is
a curious, capable and intelligent
individual. The child is a co-creator of
knowledge who needs and wants
interaction with other children and adults.

(European Commission, 2014)
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What | need from the adults who look after me

Z 7/, National practice for early years in Scotiand 0w &
é 30 Realising the Ambition: Belng Me /// //A B %
/ 7 4% Experiences é
7 Promoting my confidence, creativity and curiosity & Prom b 3 theough my earyy Z
/ - some key aspects of what | need from my learning environment __;;_,_:,_,. Inalt ugh the pr Y learning nings /
é £, Interactions o - 50, touch, e, Tok 0 me ' -;—_}_—m—&" T et é
é i potsntislfor me. oy things ."‘W-""'.."'V"‘i - wxampls zﬁhﬂﬂh‘.m‘*u- e oy o é
7, v - 5 St v e e ST : ; e Z
é ey, or exnmeie, rough my T expresion, gacrg -miwm . ot . : L] ooty __...._t T . k - é
Z " g e 'F: ; =t R - raae, hald, drop and move. = _r‘ om o :::*-“-' e é

anddencd o S0ggeons sng praie my atiemots. clopsing, Sounsing wmdsging o anen o kre sbjecs, o e . o oncon and Z
% '1 contisen: mmmb;;h— " e e el ity e /
/ creaayamioeay. " - for "Yn A Jnuqm::ﬂi- e atta C /
g s ot ! aiready do or mysel anc ghe me 1010 apiors unas, iy, iy this, Lng patiern. é
/ e whn ey o o BT > my early /
Z 4 . » . — 2
/ e Ircugh my dereianng movemects. of tand. water. iy, o /
/ eough inbocucng & pavecason. . o = - %
/ -m.wm-'nmm . place %
o e — = %
/ Lte o ‘ ‘sense of wonder. /
/ Mo %
? : "= = 7
: —
7Z Z

For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators
Do luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, le luchd-foghlaim Alba



This section also explores:

« Attachment — establishing positive, loving, nurturing and understanding
relationships

« The role of responsive routines,

« Schemas,

« Doing the right thing for me,

» Adversity and trauma,

 Additional support for learning,

« The impact of conscious and unconscious gender bias,

 What do we mean by equity, and,

« An important note about being you.
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...play at this time is not trivial, it is highly serious and of deep significance .
(Froebel, 1826)

Play can be and mean many different
things to children and adults. We may
describe activities we plan as ‘play’
whereas a child may not see these as
play at all. ‘Play’ is therefore both a
tricky word and concept to describe. It
can be fun and joyful or difficult and
complicated.

Realising the Ambition (2020: p44
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What is the early
childhood
curriculum?

What do we mean
by pedagogy and
pedagogical
leadership?

Considering the
learning
environment

Leading through
learning together
with families




Responsive and
intentional
planning
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Meaningful
observations —
listening with your
eyes and ears

Exploring
| documentation of
 learning

The interactions,
experiences and
spaces of learning

.................................
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child-centred pedagogy o

in practice g |
| P ""observcnti on. Listen with your eyes and ears’
‘interpretation and gy~ ;*';o:h;f:um& ey
entation of learning learning?

., Areyour methods of documentation informative
’@7—; and meaningful to you, the child, their
& family and other practitioners?

Sensitive interactions - "v
honing the skill of stepping in and stepping back

Flexible experiences -
learn from the child to inform practice =

Variety of spaces -
outdoors and inside

{ facilitation

.. 1 What needs to stay to reinforce development and learning?

What needs to change to inspire new learning and development?

OO O L L L L L L L O L T L L O L L O O O T L T L L O O O L L O L T O O O O T T T O L L L L L O O O L O O O L L O L LS SRR RO OW W






mLTmmuumw

S ar i
/gﬁ G P

2" a clear, co-created and z_ - . S
> e L8 . N
2 ﬁ ¢¢ shared vision”? < - "

‘v

\Illmmnummumumnuu Ilmu,

NS
%env:r ohment 3. ._

I s I

o 7' based on the needs of the children
\“mumu||uu|u|;,,,,,, in the setting

3 = -
,/,, P rGCtI ce s\wn\\m\mv/m\sJL-«\J\I\\\‘?NMN ; ‘ IAW/A\mp.\VAWM \L&/m&t int es ;Zlc;To n S

1] 1\[\\
L et

evidence and research
based - what works
for our children? ~.

o\

of high quality provision? ¢ "adicd

and intentional

What are the keg elements b
5

S/ AW AL A /A AH'W\V/A

240 xperlences )
’
\
1€ . ] .}75
@ SV AWZASRVRV ARV A/ /TN SYASVRV I/ AN ' 5 " ; f.
0:, &NumESJZ - 2N A 5’)
) ) e Y] .- = o K
Do P

Zo) _ interesting outdoor %

- +~ ~ and indoor
: o it -35e

P

C}(.\ &‘ g BN W e -

‘o> - . skilled and knowledgeable "R PRILED s
i \\umnmulutl“"“"“'““\IHIHIJI/,

2 s practitioners =g

_«‘;\“‘\ ’7//HI\ W n\nu\\\\m\\\ s
‘ el S °“>.. o s

7 inwiards, ou-iwﬂﬁb
‘Fo.-unrds

LS S L e L L A L S S e S L e e S S S L e L e S L L e L R L S S L e e

-

A T T T e,



L -
-

Section 8:

SRR
P i, e X
r T . O
’ Py T e e AR ] 3 X E
Xaat 0 tr ok 4

L
-

>
s

PosPy
’ ’

natter; to fries

N




AMAAAAMIIIIRRiid

vertical
transitions -

major change for children and
their families, such as starting
ELC or primary school.

R horizontal

transitions -

the multiple changes that
happen throughout the
day, such os from home
into a setting and moving
from periods of play to
mealtimes, etc.
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The five ‘C’ s that contribute to a positive transition

The five ‘C’s that contribute to a posmve transition
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Te Whariki

Reggio Emilia

Froebel

Nature
Kindergartens




Realising the
Ambition; Being Me,
aspires to support all
working with and for
the babies and young
children of Scotland.
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